LIBERTY PUBLIC LIBRARY INTERNET & WIRELESS POLICY

INTRODUCTION:

The Liberty Public Library provides Internet & wireless access as a means of fulfilling the
informational needs of its users. The Internet provides an excellent means to expand the scope of
resources available to users; however it is an unregulated and constantly changing medium. The
library does not monitor or censor information on the Internet and cannot be held responsible for its
content. Parents /guardians need to be aware that minors will have full access to the Internet and are
advised to supervise their child’s Internet use. While the library encourages the use of the Internet for
information and educational purposes, the library is not responsible for the safety and security of
minors. Patrons use the computer at their own risk and parents/guardians accept full responsibility
for the Internet content that his/her child accesses. (See last section “Internet Usage by Minors”)

ELIGIBILITY FOR COMPUTER & WIRELESS USE:

1. Computer or wireless Internet use is available to any adult (over 18) who has a valid RCLS
(Ramapo Catskill Library System) library card and electronically accepts this policy OR any minor
(ages 10 to 18) who has a valid RCLS library card and who has the signed consent of a
parent/guardian on their library card registration.

2. Children under the age of ten must have a parent/guardian present with them while in the Library
and while using the computers.

3. In order to use the Internet computers, library cards must not have an excess amount of fines, lost
or claims returned items as set by circulation policies. Visitors staying 1-week or less will be
permitted to use a guest computer card. All other visitors must purchase a temporary library card
at its current established rate.

4. Users must present their own library card or barcode number at the circulation desk in order to
use a computer. Staff will not look up numbers.

TIME LIMITS AND OTHER PROCEDURES:

1. Computers are available on a first-come, first-serve basis and are-shut down 15 minutes prior to
closing.

2. If there are no computers available, users can reserve the next available at the circulation desk.

3. Patrons will be initially given 30-minutes; however this may be extended for additional 30 minute
intervals as long as no one is waiting. Users will be permitted a maximum of 4 hours per day on
their library card only.

4. One person at a time may use a computer workstation. Exceptions will be made if a
parent/guardian is assisting a child or if 2 people are working on a project. Crowding around the
library computers is not permitted.

5. Printouts cost 10 cents per page for black and white, or 50 cents per page for color. Remember to
use the print preview feature prior to printing so that unwanted pages are not printed mistakenly.

6. Failure to follow this policy may result in computer restrictions.

STAFF ASSISTANCE:

Due to demands on staff time, staff assistance on computer functions will be very limited. Staff may
be able to offer searching hints or direct you in how to get started, but will not be able to conduct
intensive Internet computer training.

USE OF THE INTERNET IN A PUBLIC SETTING:

Users are reminded that the library's computers are located in public areas and can be easily seen by
other users of the library. Computer or wireless Internet users are prohibited from accessing content
that is pornographic, obscene or of a prurient nature. The library in no way guarantees the privacy of
the Internet user. If the Internet content being viewed is disturbing or offending other library users or
staff, the Internet user will be asked to discontinue viewing that particular site.



LEGAL USE:

It is not acceptable to use the Liberty Public Library computers or wireless network in such a way as
to interfere with or disrupt Internet users, services or equipment. Such interference includes, but is not
limited to: transmission or use of obscene, threatening, or harassing materials; propagation of
computer worms or viruses; or use of the network in a manner that violates any local, state or federal
laws.

As with all formats of information, patrons must respect copyright laws and licensing agreements and
abide by general rules of acceptable Internet conduct. Patrons may not change settings, damage or
misuse equipment, download files, software or engage in illegal activities on the Internet. Patrons are
not permitted to use outside software on library’s computers.

INTERNET USAGE BY MINORS (UNDER 18 YEARS)

Parents/guardians have the option to choose whether or not they would like their child to have access
to the Internet as part of the Library card registration process. Parents can change this selection at
any time by asking front desk staff. The library cannot ensure that users are not accessing
inappropriate, offensive or potentially dangerous content. Parents/guardians accept full responsibility
for the Internet content that their child(ren) selects and accesses.
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